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Synopsis

Throughout the twentieth century, governments sought to achieve 'development’ not only in their
own countries, but also in other regions of the world; particularly in Africa, Asia, Latin America and
the Caribbean. This focus on 'development’ as a goal has continued into the twenty-first century, for
example through the United Nations Millennium Development Targets. While development is often
viewed as something very positive, it is also very important to consider the possible detrimental
effects it may have on the natural environment, different social groups and on the cohesion and
stability of societies. In this important book, Katie Willis investigates and places in a historical
context, the development theories behind contemporary debates such as globalization and
transnationalism. The main definitions of ‘development’ and 'development theory’ are outlined with a
description and explanation of how approaches have changed over time. The differing explanations
of inequalities in development, both spatially and socially, and the reasoning behind different
development policies are also considered. By drawing on pre-twentieth century European
development theories and examining current policies in Europe and the USA, the book not only
stresses commonalities in development theorizing over time and space, but also the importance of
context in theory construction. This topical book provides an ideal introduction to development
theories for students in geography, development studies, area studies, anthropology and sociology.
It contains student-friendly features, including boxed case studies with examples, definitions,

summary sections, suggestions for further reading, discussion questions and website information.
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Customer Reviews

This is a beginner-level intro to development theories. It's brief, but adequately covers the material.
Unfortunately, the ebook version has lost a lot of formatting when it comes to tables and boxes. This

makes it a little difficult to read, but the information is there. | read it using Kindle for PC.

| had to read this class for a politics class. It was so helpful when | missed lecture and
well-organized when | needed to find information quickly. Definitely something | will hang onto for

the future.

This is what true International Relations is about. This uncovers the future of IAFS. Why Americans

are still studying the cold war in present time IAFS, | have no idea. It's time for an update.

This was a required textbook that | ended up keeping after the semester was over. At the end of

each chapter reference material and suggested websites are listed for your reading pleasure.
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